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INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATION FILED BY AICCTU UNDER ARTICLE 226 OF 

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA SEEKING DIRECTIONS 

 

It is respectfully submitted on behalf of AICCTU as follows: 

 

1. The instant application is being filed by All India Central Council of Trade Unions 

(AICCTU), seeking for directions from this Hon’ble Court in regard to the lack of 

availability of oxygen and the untimely demise of persons due to the same.  

2. It is submitted that the over the last 24 hours,  

Place Number of persons and 

details 

Newsreport 

Kolar  4 person died in Kolar Article dated 01.05.2021 

titled “Karnataka: Even tier-2 

cities and towns reel under 

oxygen shortage” published 

in the Times of India, placed 

as Annexure – A. 

Mysuru 4 person died in Mysuru Article dated 01.05.2021 

titled “Karnataka: Even tier-2 

cities and towns reel under 

oxygen shortage” published 

in the Times of India 

Other districts  4 person died in other 

districts 

Article dated 01.05.2021 

titled “Karnataka: Even tier-2 

cities and towns reel under 

oxygen shortage” published 

in the Times of India 



Chamarajanagar 24 persons death of patients 

at Chamarajanagar Institute 

of Medical Sciences on 

03.05.2021  

Article appearing in Deccan 

Herald dated 03.05.2021, 

placed as Annexure – B. 

Kalaburgi 2 persons allegedly died of 

oxygen shortage at Anand 

Hospital, Kalaburagi on 

03.05.2021 

Article appearing in Deccan 

Herald dated 03.05.2021, 

placed as Annexure – C. 

Bengaluru 2 patients died in 

Bengaluru’s Arka Hospital in 

the wee hours of 

04.05.2021 due to lack of 

oxygen 

Newsminute dated 

04.05.2021 “Bengaluru 

hospital runs out of medical 

oxygen, two patients die”, 

placed as Annexure – D. 

 

3. It is submitted that several hospitals across Bengaluru have reported that they 

have oxygen shortage: 

a. Medax hospital, RT Nagar  

b. Rajarajeshwari Medical Hospital   

c. Arka Hospital  

d. Supra Multispeciality Hospital in J.P. Nagar  

e. Chaitanya Medical Centre in Yelahanka New Town. Newsreports appearing 

in the Hindu dated 04.05.2021 “Oxygen shortage: Many hospitals in 

Bengaluru stop admitting COVID-19 patients” is placed herewith and 

marked as Annexure – E. 

f. Rajmahal Vilas Hospital, Sanjaynagar. A letter issued by Rajmahal Vilas 

Hospital, Sanjaynagar seeking for the provision of oxygen dated 

03.05.2021 is placed herewith and marked as Annexure – F. 

g. Mathru Hospital in Kengeri. A tweet put up on twitter by Petlee Peter is 

placed herewith and marked as Annexure – G. 

h. Venkatashwara hospital. A tweet with video put up on twitter by Times 

Now is placed herewith and marked as Annexure – H. 

i. Akshaya Hospital. A tweet with video put up on twitter by Times Now is 

placed herewith and marked as Annexure – J. 

j. Railway Hospital, Bengaluru had stated that they were running short of 

oxygen. Newsreport appearing Times of India dated 30.04.2021 is placed 

herewith and marked as Annexure – K. 

4. It is submitted that 9 Districts depend on neighbouring districts for the provision 

of oxygen, in the absence of an oxygen bottling plant. These are Gadag, 



Chikkaballapur, CHitradurga, Bidar, Yadgir, Chamarajangar, Kodago, Manya and 

Udupi. A newsreprt “Lack of oxygen bottling units leaves nine dists gasping for 

breath” appearing in the Deccan Herald dated 04.05.2021 is placed herewith and 

produced as Annexure – L.  

5. It is submitted that a very serious consequence of the oxygen shortage has also 

arisen. Reportedly, an internal document from the Chief Secretary to DCs across 

the state has cautioned against increase of COVID facilities that would require 

higher oxygen supplies. The stage of full utilization of available quantity has 

been reached on 27/28.04.2021, and the quantity available for utilization is 665 

tonnes of liquid medical oxygen. As per the news report, before increasing 

facilities, clearance from the Additional Chief Secretary should be sought. 

Whereas there is a requirement of more beds and facilities, districts have been 

told to refrain from increasing facilities in view of oxygen shortage. A true and 

correct copy of the article dated 03.05.2021 titled “Oxygen crisis, keep status 

quo on infra: Order” is produced herewith and marked as Annexure – M.  

6. It is submitted that this Hon’ble Court in order dated 17.04.2021 directed as 

follows: 

“10. The written submissions record that there is no shortage of oxygen 

throughout the State. But, the State Government must consistently monitor 

the availability of adequate oxygen supply on an hourly basis.” 

7. It is submitted that the Hon’ble Supreme Court has repeatedly reiterated the 

rights of those whose fundamental rights have been violated by the State to 

compensation.  

8. It is submitted that hence this application is being filed seeking for appropriate 

remedies. 

 

PRAYERS 

In the facts and circumstances of the matter, the Applicant most respectfully prays that 

the Hon’ble Court may be pleased to direct the respondents to: 

 

A. Direct the respondent to ensure the regular oxygen supply to all Covid hospitals 

across the State as per their needs. 

B. Direct the respondents to ensure the provision of compensation to the legal heirs 

of those persons who suffered an untimely demise due to the lack of oxygen 

C. Direct the respondent to monitor the availability of adequate oxygen supply on an 

hourly basis 

 

Place: Bangalore 



Date: 04.05.2021         

 

Advocate for AICCTU 

Clifton D’ Rozario 

 














































